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PENSIONER HOUSEHOLD VOUCHERS
Each year the Community Windfarm Trust funds a voucher for each pensioner household in Tomatin & Moy to be spent
with local businesses. This year the voucher is for £50 and the businesses included are:- the Community Shop and Tomatin
Firewood.
A pensioner household means a household where at least one person receives the State Pension.
st
If you have started to receive /will receive the State Pension any time this year ( from January 1 2017 to Dec 31st 2017) and
would like to receive a voucher please let me know - contact details below.
All those households I already have on my list will continue to get the voucher and those members of the Community who
do not wish to participate will of course have their wishes respected.
st
Vouchers can be collected from Tomatin Village Hall on flu jab day - Wednesday November 1 10am –12 noon please call in
even if you are not having the jab. (Hospice Christmas cards & calendars will also be on sale)
Pam Hardwick 01808 511 766
Mobile 07949 076053
E mail pamela.hardwick@hotmail.com

Strathdearn Community Council
publishes the "Strathdearn Newsletter" quarterly, delivering it free to every home in Strathdearn. The Newsletter is sponsored by Tomatin Distillery and
Mr & Mrs George McLeod.
This is a community newsletter, and the views and opinions expressed in contributions submitted by members of the community are not necessarily
those of Strathdearn Community Council, nor of the Editor.
No items are written by the Editor unless expressly indicated.
Editor: Mrs Denise Barley, Lauriston, Tomatin, IV13 7YN.Tel. 01808 511733
e-mail Barley@btinternet.com
Printing: Mrs D.Barley, Mrs M Buckle
Distribution: Mrs S. Mackintosh-Grant

Business adverts £10 per quarter page

Next deadline:

st

Wednesday 31 January 2018

POLICE CONTACT Any concerns about Law and Order, information on vandalism, requests for advice, or any other police
related matter should be passed on to our community policewoman: Catherine McGibbon, Community Beats, Burnet Road, Inverness.
email catherine.mcgibbon@scotland.pnn.police.uk
To telephone, for matters not urgent enough to require 999 ... please call 101 and you will be put through

LOCAL NURSING SERVICES
Strathdearn nursing services are covered by the Inverness East Community Nursing Team.

The Nursing Team’s telephone number is 01463 230850
The NHS24 telephone number is 111

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
First Monday of the Month
September to May (ex.December & January)
SWI
7.30pm Strathdearn Hall
Contact: Margaret Robertson 511243
3rd Monday of Month (except December)
Gardening Club
7.30pm Strathdearn Hall,
Contact: May Buckle 511448
2nd Tuesday of Month
Community Council
7.30pm Strathdearn Hall
All welcome
Every Wednesday
Community Coffee Morning
10.30-11.30am Strathdearn Hall
All welcome, £2
Every Wednesday
Walking Group
1.30pm meet at Strathdearn Hall car park
Contact: Kathy Bonniface 511740
Every Wednesday
Badminton (over 18’s only)
7pm, School Hall
Contact: Michelle Bryden 511411

Every Friday
Keep Fit to Music
11am – 12, Strathdearn Hall. £2
Contact: Denise Barley 511733

Strathdearn Hall
For booking or access into the Strathdearn Hall or Sports
Facility in Tomatin please ring the Hallkeeper Steve
Culeen 01808 511321 or email s.culeen@hotmail.co.uk
(please note there is a dot in the name)
The Public Toilets are closed for the winter.
The Sports Facility is free for local youngsters (under18’s) to play ball games. Evening/regular groups of
adults will be charged. Available for ball games and
tennis. No cycles, animals or food & drink allowed on the
pitch. No blades or studs. Open 9am-9pm.
Sports Facility Light tokens free to under-18’s only,
available from Debbie Mackay 511466, Lewis Macleod
511354 or Gavin Edward 511427.
Hire rates (local)

Findhorn Room
Funtack Room
Clune Room
Sports Facility

£9 p/hour
£6 p/hour
£5 p/hour
£11 p/hour

Findhorn /Funtack Rooms together: £14 p/hour
Double rates for non-locals
(ie outside Strathdearn district)

Every Thursday
11.30am – 1.30pm Tomatin Shop

POST OFFICE

CALLING BADMINTON PLAYERS

Every Thursday (term time)
Toddlers’ Group
10am-noon, Strathdearn Hall
Contact: Helena Ekerot 07958 477735.

Strathdearn primary school is open on Wednesday
nights from 7 - 8.00p.m. for those adults (18 &
over) wishing to attend a Badminton Session.

Every Thursday
Art Class
1.30– 3.30pm Strathdearn Hall,
Contact: Betty Watson 511271
Pam Hardwick 511766
Monthly, usually on a Thursday
Natural History Club
Some indoor, some outdoor, events.
Days vary, so look out for posters.
Contact: David Bonniface 511740
or
Carol James 531220

We have some racquets and shuttlecocks, so if you
want to join us for a game, you are most welcome.
We are running from 25 Oct. to 6 Dec. Cost £2.
Contact M. Bryden 01808 511411
(Subsidised by the Community Benefit Fund)
Please wear non-marking shoes!

LOCAL NEWS
It was sad, sad news that we heard on 22 nd August that Mrs Jean Mackay (Jean the Shop) had passed away. Her funeral was held on
7th September at W T Fraser’s Funeral Parlour, led by Vivian Roden, followed by interment at Daviot Churchyard, before a gathering
of Jean’s family and many friends took place at the Drumossie Hotel.
Jean was loved dearly by her family, but also by so many friends – I personally thought Jean would be with us for ever – I miss her so
much as we all do. She was so kind and thoughtful, and served the community faithfully, running the Shop for 39 years.
Our thoughts are with Andrew, Michael, David and the rest of her family.
Mrs Betty Christie was a very good friend of Jean’s for many years, and she returned from her new home near Dundee, where she now
lives with her daughter Jenny and son-in-law Keith, to pay her respects at the funeral. It was good to see Betty (who was the school
cook at Raigbeg for many years) looking so much better after being ill earlier this year, and we hope she will be happy in her new
home, where she is being so well cared for.
We also wish the new residents of Betty’s old home, John and Aimee Williamson and baby Charlie, every happiness too – although
Aimee isn’t really a ‘new’ resident, having been born and brought up in Tomatin.
We were pleased to hear that Mrs Norah Wallace has been discharged from Raigmore after her recent illness, and send our best wishes
for her continuing recovery.
We were very sorry to hear that Mrs Jackie Noble (Molly) is in Raigmore recovering from surgery after a fall. We wish her a speedy
recovery. Before her fall she had been spotted in happy family photos on Facebook. Mrs Pearl Cameron hopes to be able to join
Molly in Nairn. Our best wishes to both of them.
The Flower Show held at the school was a big success – Mrs Madge Fraser winning several cups again; also Mrs Carol James and
many others.
Just before the half-term holiday there was a Schools’ Cross Country race for Primary 7 pupils in the Inverness area and Lois
Ferguson came 11th out of 160 runners. Well done Lois!
Well done, too, to Katie Roden, who won an award as Joint First best student on an archaeological dig in Orkney in July.
The Strathnairn Farmers Association Vintage Rally took place on 30 th September. It was not too wet, and was enjoyed by all.
We are still trying to keep Dalarossie Church open and our Harvest Thanksgiving Service was held there on 1 st October. The Service
was enjoyed by all with lovely hymns played by Mrs Hilary Cameron, and the Church was beautifully decorated with lots of flowers
and vegetables etc by ladies from the congregation.
It wasn’t a good season for fishing this year, although at the end of September wet weather brought the water levels in the River
Findhorn up and fish started to move up the Glen which was good for the fisher folk who were smiling again!
Ernest, who took over the Post Office at the Shop on Thursdays when Roger retired in the summer, has had his troubles with the
equipment but hopefully these are all over now!
The Moy Game Fair was a success again this year – even if there was mud everywhere in the wet!
Congratulations to Andrew and Rhea Grant on the birth of baby Charlotte on 22 nd August – and to proud grandparents, Gordon and
Sandra, and Linda and Michael.
Good to see visitors enjoying walking in our beautiful countryside and hills.
Work on the Railway Viaduct may be finished by Christmastime.
Linda Halliday (nee Campbell) is now home from Jacksonville, Florida, and we hope she will have good news at her next check up.
Weddings:- Our congratulations to David and Joan MacQueen’s son Thomas, and his new bride; and also to George and Tanya
Macleod’s eldest son Andrew who married Kim in Aberdeen. Both couples chose the same wedding day – 2nd September – and we
wish them both every happiness.
Our best wishes to Robbie Buckle as he begins his new life in New Zealand
I would like to thank everyone who helps deliver the ‘Strathdearn Newsletter’.’ Thank you all for giving of your time – all so useful
and kind.
SMG with contributions from others

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kathy and David Bonniface celebrated their Golden
Wedding in September. They would like to thank
their friends in Strathdearn for their good wishes and
14 happy years in Tomatin.

Congratulations to Nat Ito who celebrated her 50th
birthday on the 22nd of July.

The

Flu clinic will take place in

the Strathdearn

Hall on Wednesday 1st November between 10 and
11.30am. The doctor from Aviemore will be here for
Aviemore patients as well as a nurse from Inverness to
inject the Inverness patients. If you qualify for an
injection, please come along. Tea/coffee, shortbread etc
will be provided.
Hospice Christmas Cards & Strathdearn Pensioner
Vouchers
Highland Hospice Charity Christmas cards & Calendars
st
will be on sale during the flu jab clinic on November 1 in
the village hall from 10 am
If you can, please pop in to collect your pensioner
spending voucher (this year £50) even if you are not
having the flu jab. All remaining vouchers will be
delivered as usual. Vouchers can be spent from November
st
th
1 to February 28 2018 in either the Community shop or
with Tomatin Firewood.

Senior Citizens Lunch – 4th December 2017
This popular annual event will be held in the Strathdearn Hall
from 12.30pm. We look forward to welcoming a large number
of you.
We need to bring our invitation list up to date, so if you have
started to receive a state pension since this time last year and
would like to be invited, please contact Carol James (531220)
or Margaret Robertson (511243). Those who received an
invitation last year should receive one this time.
Invitations are going out later this month and will ask for your
choice from the menu to enable our caterers to provide the
right amount of food. Transport will be available if needed.
The Hall is booked, the entertainers are practising and we are
ready to go, thanks to Strathdearn Charitable Trust who are
providing most of the funds.
Carol James, President, Tomatin & Moy SWI

Hi, my name is Lisa MacRae and I am a
5th Year pupil at Millburn Academy.
I have just signed up to participate in a
World Challenge event to Vietnam in the
Summer of 2019.
The organisation guides, supports and
encourages individuals to reach their full
potential as responsible citizens,
effective contributors and confident
individuals, whilst providing the
opportunity to learn about different
cultures and the geography of the chosen
country.
During my month in Vietnam, I will be
encouraged to develop my leadership and
teamwork skills. Along with building up
resilience and a ‘can do’ attitude to the
challenges I will face, the trip will
equip me with a wide range of skills, that
I can then apply in different contexts, as
I continue with further education and into
adult life.
Over the course of the next 20 months I
plan to organise a range of fundraising
activities and will give regular updates
in future newsletters. I will need to work
hard to raise a total of £4,100.
Lisa MacRae

Tomatin Children’s Christmas Party
The Tomatin children’s Christmas party will be held
this year on Saturday 16th December 2017 in the
school hall. We are all new to the committee this
year and have no lists of children in the area. Can
we please ask if anyone has/knows of any children
and/or babies in the area who do not attend
Strathdearn Primary or nursery to please please get
in touch and let us know names and ages so we can
get a list together for Santa. This is ALL children
who do not attend the school, even if you can’t
make the party.
Please get in touch ASAP. Many thanks, hope to see
you all there.
The entertainment committee
Michelle: 07761033372
Facebook: Tomatin children’s entertainment
fund https://m.facebook.com/groups/157277595636
4152
Tomatin.childrens.ec@gmail.com

TOMATIN DISTILLERY

FIRST CHRISTMAS FAIR

Scotch whisky distiller Tomatin has announced that it is set to get into the festive spirit as it gears up to play host to its first Christmas
Fair on Saturday 2nd December. Held within the award-winning distillery’s Visitor Centre between 10am and 4pm, the fair will bring
together some of the best independent retailers and specialists brands in Scotland. Visitors will be in for a day of festive cheer, with
free distillery tours, refreshments and a chance to buy some unique Christmas gifts for their friends and family.
Brands showcasing their wares include Scottish confectionery specialists, Gardiners of Scotland, bespoke tartan design studio Prickly
Thistle and leaf tea experts Eteaket. There will also be a range of whisky barrel crafts and various food and drink stalls - enjoy a slice
of wood fired pizza, including a venison marinated in Cù Bòcan whisky topping before washing it down with a hot toddy. Those
looking to pick up a bottle of one of Tomatin's award-winning whiskies will benefit from a special 20% discount.
A range of fantastic raffle prizes will also be up for grabs including a 50cm chocolate Santa from local Highland chocolatier Story
Chocolates and various Tomatin goodies including a whisky worth over £275, with all proceeds going to MFR Cash for Kids.
Louise Taylor, Visitor Centre Manager, said, "We are incredibly excited to announce that we will be hosting our first ever Christmas
fair here at Tomatin. We want to showcase some of the fantastic produce and goods made by our partners right here in Scotland, from
chocolate right through to handcrafted Whisky barrel furniture."
Free entry
Suppliers in attendance: Story Chocolates, Prickly Thistle, Bespoak, Loch Ness Water, Eteaket, Dean's of Huntly, Whisky Frames,
Gardiners Fudge, AGA Art, Cameron Tearooms, Beankind, Cheese & Tomatin Wood Fired Pizza

TOMATIN DISTILLERY SCOOPS TWO AWARDS AT PRESTIGIOUS HIGHLAND &
ISLANDS FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS
Tomatin Distillery is celebrating after being crowned a winner in two categories, Environment and Excellence, at the prestigious
Highland & Islands Food & Drink Awards 2017.
Picking up the Environment Award for its commitment to responsible environmental practice, the distillery boasts various green
schemes including being the first in Scotland to install an environmentally efficient steam boiler. Its eco-friendly status is further
boosted as locally produced sustainable virgin wood pellets fuel the boiler. This shift from heavy fuel oil to biomass has been critical
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and increasing the use of non-fossil fuels.
In addition to this, the distillery uses a green waste system consisting of a reed bed of over 18,000 varieties of plants. These work to
naturally filter and cleanse the distillery's liquid effluent as well as providing an ideal habitat for local wildlife.
The distillery also scooped the coveted Excellence award. This special award is reserved by the expert judging panel to recognise and
reward overall excellence in any of the award categories.
The glittering awards ceremony, hosted by Jay Rayner, award-winning writer, journalist and broadcaster, was held in the Kingsmill
th
Hotel, Inverness on Friday 20 . 15 winners were awarded for their outstanding commitment to the industry, and excellence in
quality and innovation, chosen from a Highland hotlist of 34 finalists.
Robert Anderson, Tomatin CEO, said, "To be taking home two awards and a commendation this year is a fantastic result for Tomatin
Distillery. Our dedication to greener practices and commitment to the environment through our reduction in fossil fuel reliance, as
well as our green waste and other green policies, helped us scoop the Environment Award. In addition to this we were awarded
the overall Excellence Award, which is reserved by the judging panel to recognise and reward excellence across all categories. The
Highlands are home to some of the best food and drink brands in Scotland and the competition was fierce on the night, so this is a
real achievement for Tomatin."
The Highlands & Islands Food & Drink Awards launched in 2005 and have since represented some of the region's most celebrated
food and drink businesses. The food and drink industry is integral to the Highlands and Islands, supporting around 32,000 full time
jobs and generating in excess of £1 billion per year for the region.
Full further information please visit: www.tomatin.com

ART IN STRATHDEARN
TOMATIN AND MOY SWI
Thank you to all who came to browse and to buy at our
th
20 Anniversary Exhibition!
Our new opening times and Sunday opening worked
well as did our advertising banners bringing viewers
into the village from the A9.
Our memory bowl competition attracted over 120 votes.
The challenge this year was A Bridge in any medium
and Club member Ann Smart took home the trophy for
her watercolour. This competition is now an annual
event in memory of those members of the club who are
no longer with us.
There was a lovely selection of craft goods on show as
well as an amazing display of paintings. Cliff s
demonstration throughout was as usual a focal point.
Comments in the Visitor book were very complimentary
and we liked the one that praised the club for having a
gluten free refreshment option!
Children s Painting Competition
The challenge this year was The Four Seasons and each
paper was divided diagonally into 4. The children really
made a splendid job of their entries and there were
many more participants this year! Our judge Georgie
Bell was delighted with the quality of the work despite
the fact that this made the job of choosing only 5 pieces
out of so many excellent ones, very difficult!
Her choices were as follows:Group 1 Laura MacPherson
Group 2 Aimee Fraser
Group 3 Jessica May Perks
Group 4 Naimh Hallam
Group 5 Drew Hallam
Vouchers to spend in Works were the prizes.
Thank you to the staff of Strathdearn Primary for
setting aside time for the children to paint at what is
always a busy time of year.
Thank you also to Stan Beaumont who has organised
this part of our Exhibition for many years now and will
be handing over the paint brush to another club
member next year. Only then I suspect will we realise
all the work involved. Our painterly tribute to Stan is
still on display in the hall as are the summer fun day
paintings.
Club times:Thursdays in the hall 1.30pm to 3.30pm
New members always welcome.
Contact Pam Hardwick 511766 or Betty Watson 511271
for further details.

The last meeting of 2017 will be held on Monday 6th
November, when Aimee Williamson will talk about
woodworking and sign making. These are fascinating
crafts and I look forward to learning about them. The
competition is for a treacle scone and the hostesses are
Helen Baily and Betty Watson.
The Senior Citizens Lunch will be on Monday 4th
December. Details are given elsewhere in the
Newsletter.
Members will get together for a festive lunch on
Tuesday 12th December as the suggested restaurant
doesn’t open on Mondays. Details of the venue and
meeting times will be given at the November meeting.
There is no meeting in January, so 2018 will get off to
an interesting start when WI member Helen Bailey will
talk about her PhD. The competition is for a jar of
raspberry jam and the hostesses are Kathy Bonniface
and Cathie Simpson.
I am really looking forward to our varied programme
for the rest of the session and hope many of you will
join us for one or more of the events.
Carol James, President.

Rhoann’s Recipes

Christmas Flapjacks
Ingredients:
150g of butter
3tbs clear honey
50g Muscavado brown sugar
300g porridge oats
200g mincemeat
50g chopped glacé cherries
Method
Heat oven to 180 C (350 F, gas 4) grease
a Swiss roll tin or I use a tin 12x 8
inch/ 30 x 20cm.
Melt butter, honey and sugar in
microwave or over gentle heat.
Stir in porridge oats, mincemeat and
cherries. Mix thoroughly.
Spread evenly into tin and bake for 25 30mins or until golden brown.
Cut into fingers or squares while still
warm and leave to cool completely in
tin.
Enjoy

Garbole Sub-station Community Liaison
Group
A condition of the planning consent given by the Highland
Council to Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks was
that a Community Liaison Group be set up. It is a forum for
communication between the community and the
developer, allowing them to work together to facilitate the
development with the minimum disruption to the
community.
Peter Bennett and I were invited to participate, as were two
representatives of the Community Council – they are Steve
Maclennan and Edward Usborne. The four Inverness South
Councillors (Cllrs Caddick, Jarvie, Gowans and Macpherson)
were also invited. SSEN are represented by varying
numbers depending on topics on the agenda. The meeting
is chaired by a member of SSEN s Community Liaison Team.
Pat Wells and Ray Thomas have attended the last two
meetings as guests.
The first meeting took place in January and the fifth late in
October. The agenda covers safety issues, updates on the
project, planning applications, site access and
environmental issues, among other subjects. Questions
about progress and procedures can be explained and
answered.
If you have any questions or concerns about the project
please get in touch with one of the following. Your query or
request will be addressed:
Peter Bennett 531235
Carol James 531220
Steve Maclennan 511706 Edward Usborne 511482
Alistair Muir (SSEN Project Manager) 07876 836944
Neil Macdonald (SSEN Construction Manager) 07584
313588

Strathdearn Daycare Update
Committee changes
We are delighted to announce that we have formed a
new Committee as a result of Andrea Macauley and
Helena Ekerot stepping down as office bearers. Natalie
Perks remains Chairperson, Angela McKenzie is
Treasurer and Nicola Nixon is Secretary. A huge
welcome onboard to our new office bearers!

Utilisation of the Daycare Centre
Since the school started back after the summer holidays,
the Centre’s utilisation figures remain similar to the first
part of the year. Utilisation consistently remain in the
high 50’s to 60% (100% breaks even). Utilisation
figures when the Centre opened were around
40%. Recently there has been an increase in the number
of ad hoc sessions as the Centre is being tried out by
more and more people in our community. Our flexible
Daycare Centre means we take regular and ad hoc
bookings (regular bookings work out cheaper).

December Offer
For the month of December there is an offer on ad hoc
sessions. Buy one session for £8.25 (usual price £11.25)
or buy two sessions for £15.50 (usual price £22.50). To
book the sessions contact the Daycare Centre on 07756
856777.

Fundraising
As we have a substantial financial shortfall our main
focus over the next year will be to step up our
fundraising effort. Over the next year there will some
events and ways to support the Daycare Centre. We very
much appreciate support from the community to keep
our fantastic Daycare Centre open for business.

Carol James

NATURAL HISTORY
The September meeting reviewing the
photographic record of historical sites in
Strathdearn was well attended, with much
interest shown.
In October a small group attended a talk at the
Grant Arms on wildlife of the Caribbean.
Thursday November 23rd at 7.30pm, Carol
James will be presenting a slide show of her
memorable trip to Madagascar in the Village
Hall. All welcome.

Interested in joining the Staff bank (paid) or
becoming a volunteer at Strathdearn Daycare
Centre?
Due to our semi-rural location it can be difficult to find
cover in the event that Claire or Sarah cannot come in to
work. If you would like to consider helping out
voluntarily or would like to go on the staff bank please
contact the Daycare Centre for more information 07756
856777. PVG disclosure checks will be carried out for
people who do not already have them.
Many Thanks,
Strathdearn Daycare Committee

Church of Scotland
Parish of Moy, Dalarossie and Tomatin
Highland Foodbank – Donations of food welcomed at our Services in the Strathdearn Hall on the second Sunday of the
month. Any of the following items will be much appreciated:- Breakfast Cereal / Pasta or Rice / Tinned Potatoes /
Oatcakes or Crackers / Tinned Vegetables / Tinned Tomatoes / Tinned Fruit / Long Life Fruit Juice / Tinned Ham or
Corned Beef / Tinned Soup / Tinned Tuna or Salmon / Tinned Mince or Stew / UHT Milk / Tinned Custard or Rice /
Teabags or Coffee / Sugar. Further information from Sandra 01808 511246.
Afternoon Tea:
Join us at the Strathdearn Hall for a chat over freshly made sandwiches and delicious scones and cakes between 3 and 4
pm on the second Monday of each month. Further information from Vivian 01808 511355 or Sandra 01808 511246.
The Guild:
Meets at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of the month between September and April, inclusive, usually in the
Strathdearn Hall unless stated otherwise. New members welcome. Further information from May 01808 511448.
Messy Church:
We also have Messy Church, usually on the last Sunday of each month, in the Strathdearn Hall from 4pm – 6pm.
We have some fun with crafts to begin with, and then have a then have a time of celebration, followed by tea together
(proper meal, that is, not just a cup of tea!)
All are welcome. Adults and teenagers as well as children - you don’t have to have a child to come along and it doesn’t
matter whether you go to Church or not. Messy Church is what they call a ‘fresh expression’ of Church and it’s Church for
people who think a traditional church service isn’t really for them – although many of us who go are involved in traditional
church too! It’s for everyone really!
Children have to bring an adult with them – they usually enjoy it too! Parents/grandparents/carers don’t have to do
anything (unless they want to try some craft work etc!) You can just chill out with a coffee if you want.
No charge, but if you want to make a donation, that’s fine and thanks very much.
Further information from Vivian 01808 5112355; Sandra 01808 511246 or Liz 01808 511353 and we’d love to see you
there.
Since the closure of Tomatin Church last year, we usually meet for worship in The Strathdearn Hall, apart from the
Services at Dalarossie Church which are held on the first and third Sundays from March – November inclusive
.
SERVICES: NOVEMBER 2017 – JANUARY 2018
NOVEMBER:
th
5
Dalarossie Church at 10.30 am
th
Remembrance Sunday, 12 November:
10.30 Strathdearn Hall All Age Worship
Tea after the Service
3pm Service at the Strathdearn War Memorial.
th
19
Dalarossie Church at 10.30 am
th
26
Strathdearn Hall at 10.30 am
Tea after the Service
Dalarossie Church closed for December, January and February
DECEMBER:
rd
3
Strathdearn Hall at 10.30 am
Tea after the Service
th
10
Strathdearn Hall All Age Worship at 10.30am
Tea after the Service.
th
17
Strathdearn Hall at 10.30 am
Tea after the Service
Christmas Eve Services:
10.30am Morning Worship in the Strathdearn Hall led by Mr Len Cazaly
Tea after the Service
6.30pm Christingle Service in the Strathdearn Hall led by the Elders.
11.30pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols in the Strathdearn Hall led by the Elders
st
31
Joint Service with Daviot & Dunlichity led by Mr Jonathan Appleby at Daviot Church. Time to be confirmed.
JANUARY:
th
7
Strathdearn Hall at 10.30am
th
14
Strathdearn Hall All Age Worship at 10.30am
st
21
Strathdearn Hall at 10.30am
th
28
Strathdearn Hall at 10.30am

Tea after the Service
Tea after the Service.
Tea after the Service
Tea after the Service

FEBRUARY:
th
4
Strathdearn Hall at 10.30am

Tea after the Service

All warmly welcome at any or all of our Services and Activities

2017 FLOWER SHOW
The Show was held at the beginning of September in the hall of Strathdearn Primary School. The
organisers were slightly disappointed to see that the number of entries was down on last year, although
the judges commented on the high standard of most of them.
The Winners of each section were:
Flowers - Madge Fraser
Rose cup - Betty Watson
Vegetables – Madge Fraser
Baking/Produce – Madge Fraser
Floral Arts – Madge Fraser/Carol James Handicrafts – May Buckle
Art - Donal Bryden
Photography – Donal Bryden
Children’s Challenge (8 and under) – Rohuw Chima
Children’s Challenge (9 to 12) – no entries
Children’s entries (8 and under) – Hari Chima
Children’s entries (9 to12) – Aileas Robertson
Jubilee Cup – Hari Chima
Strathdearn Trophy (overall winner) – Madge Fraser.
Tomatin and District Gardening Club would like to thank all those who helped set up on Friday, during
the show and clearing up afterwards; all the exhibitors; and those few who came to view the beautiful
displays. It was disappointing that so few people who hadn’t entered came to see what was a fantastic
display of the talent our community members have.
The Club will be discussing the future of the show in the New Year, so if you have any bright ideas and/or
would be willing to help keep this community event alive, please talk to a member of the committee named
at the end of this article and help us keep it in the calendar of village events.
The Club meets on the third Monday of the month. In the winter we enjoy interesting talks from visiting
speakers. In the summer we go and visit gardens to get ideas for our own gardens. Why not come and join
us?
Carol James (Chairman), May Buckle (Secretary), Kathy Bonniface (Treasurer).
An update on Tom nan Clach windfarm construction, written in September.

Submitter: Edward Usborne.

Many thanks to those of you who came along to the site visit last week. I know the weather didn’t exactly play ball, but at least
we managed to see a fair bit of the work without getting wet!
I’ve pulled together a list of the main topics we discussed on the bus and they are summarised below.
Roads – 11km of access track now built up to the wind farm location. A number of sections are of ‘floating road’ construction,
where the peat is too deep to construct standard haul road. Road has been designed to avoid as much deep peat as possible. Runoff lagoons are in place to stop contamination from the road construction reaching the watercourses. Turf excavated during the
road construction is already starting to regenerate.
Bridges – 5 bridges now constructed, built to withstand a one in two hundred year flood event and capable of supporting 100
tonne turbine erection crane and loaded turbine components vehicles. (pics please!)
Borrow pits – two are currently being used – one for rock and one for gravel. Approximately 85,000 tonnes of material has so far
been excavated and used to construct the access road. Approximately 150,000 tonnes more will be required as the project moves
forwards.
Concrete batching – a batching plant will be located next to one of the borrow pits to allow concrete to be produced on site,
reducing vehicle movements on the main roads. Sand will be delivered from off site and water will be abstracted from a borehole
on site.
Turbine components – there will be approx. 9 deliveries of components per turbine and these will start to come to site in summer
of next year.
RJ McLeod has been appointed as the Balance of Plant contractor and have moved the site office up to near the first borrow pit on
site. Around 50 people are working on the site at present and this is likely to increase as work continues to around 80 at peak.
Ken is based on site now overseeing all the work as it progresses.
If you have any more questions, just ask.
Kind regards
Fiona

Fiona Milligan Project Manager

Strathdearn Community Council News
Email - strathdearncc@hotmail.com
Here are some of the issues raised and discussed during recent meetings:
Glenshero Windfarm
There is a proposal for a wind farm consisting of up to 54 turbines on the Glenshero Estate, approximately
9km northwest of Laggan. SIMEC plan to come along to our December meeting to do a short presentation
and answer any questions.
Law and order
Our Community Beat Officer is PC Cathie McGibbon . Contact details can be found at the front of the
newsletter.

Other than traffic offences, criminality remains low in the area.
The public are asked to remain vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour.
Applications to Strathdearn Community Charitable Trust
Following, are some of the applications that were submitted and recommended for approval.
Hall Toilets
A request for £2140.00 to cover the cost of the Hall Maintenance Manager to continue to attend and clean
the toilets in the Old Hall, making them available for public use between 1st April – 31st October 2017.
Cutting Grass Verges
A request for £1,000 to pay a contractor to cut the grass verges, throughout the Tomatin area, and along
the Ruthven Road, in August 2017.
Strathnairn Farmers Association
A request for £2000 to help cover the costs of the Strathnairn Farmers Association Vintage and Agricultural
Working Display event which is now at its 11th year and is held at Daviot Estate.
Tomatin Children’s Entertainment Committee
A request for £1,000. Tomatin Children’s Entertainment Committee’s aim is to bring local families and
children together for the annual Christmas Party. In the last couple of years, they have continued to host the
annual Sponsored walk and have introduced a Hallowe’en Disco. The committee’s duties have expanded
over the last couple of years by bringing in additional events to the young ones and families of Strathdearn
in a bid to maintain the community spirit. This year the events they hope to achieve are a Hallowe’en Disco,
Christmas Party and Valentine’s Discos.
Details of each application submitted to The Charitable Trust can be read in the monthly minutes.

Speeding
Speeding is still an issue throughout the village. Areas noted are the old A9, Old Mill Road and
Station Road and the road heading down towards the school and and Ard Park. Please take care
whilst driving through the village and stick to the speed limits.
If you would like something put on the agenda, please get in touch with a Community
Councillor. We are:- Vivian Roden (Chair) Tel 01808 511355; Edward Usborne (Vice Chair)
Tel 01808 511482; Margaret Saunders (Treasurer) Tel 01808 511755; Lee-Anne Cornwall
(Secretary) Tel 01808 511289; John Cameron-Mackintosh (Road Safety contact) Tel 01808
511239; Ann Glynne-Percy Tel 01808 511210; Steve MacLennan Tel 01808 511706;
Malcolm MacSween Tel 01808 511730

Distillery Press releases:

2006 VINTAGE LIMITED EDITION CÙ BÒCAN RELEASED
Highland-based Tomatin Distillery have added to their range of limited edition Cù Bòcan single malts with the release
of a 2006 vintage edition.
Bottled at a strength of 50%, the whisky is matured in first fill ex-Bourbon and ex-Oloroso Sherry casks. Boasting
warm, festive flavours with a gentle touch of peat smoke, it is fitting that the bottle comes with a special Cù Bòcan
branded glass - ideal for gifting at this time of year. There are just 9000 bottles of this limited edition available
worldwide.
The Cù Bòcan brand is named after a mythical Highland hellhound which was rumoured to haunt the village of
Tomatin and was launched in 2013 as a lightly peated alternative to the traditional fruity flavours of Tomatin single
malt. The distillery has been producing peated malt for the last week of every year since 2005, and in recent years has
been experimenting with different levels of peatiness (PPM) in order to diversity their offering in the coming years.
This latest release follows previous limited editions including the 1989 vintage in 2014, along with the Virgin Oak,
Sherry and Bourbon expressions in 2015, the 1988 vintage launched in May 2016 and the 2005 vintage launched in
August 2016.
Jennifer Masson, Marketing Manager, commented:
“As the Cù Bòcan brand continues to grow – sales have grown 15% year to date on last year – our followers have
been eagerly awaiting news of the next limited edition to complement the standard edition, which is available all year
round. This year, the added value provided by the unique branded glass adds to the drink-at-home experience. The
whisky itself is sweet and full with underlying light, earthy smoke and warm winter spice flavours, perfect for enjoying
over the winter months and as a festive gift.”
The vintage creation is currently being rolled out worldwide and is expected to retail at £52.99. A list of stockists can
be found here: www.tomatin.com/shop.

EARTH MOVING LAUNCH FOR TOMATIN
Scotch whisky distiller, Tomatin, will this month launch its third expression in its popular Five Virtue Series - Earth.
The natural elements involved in its whisky production process has inspired Tomatin's limited edition single malt series, Five
Virtues: Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal and Water. The Wood and Fire expressions were well received when the Highland distiller
launched them earlier this year, heightening anticipation for the Earth launch.
The Earth single malt has a distinct character, as a consequence of having been distilled with peat-dried malted barley; giving it
richly intense and, unusually for Tomatin, peaty flavours. The Earth expression offers an alluring
mix of vanilla, burning heather and black fruit aromas with sweet, light smoke on the palate.
Graham Eunson, Tomatin Distillery Manager, responsible for curating the Five Virtues collection, said: "The Earth expression is
unique within the Five Virtues series – and indeed our entire range of single malts - because of its peaty
profile. We only distil with peated barley for two weeks of every year and this spirit is never usually released under the Tomatin
brand name.”
Jennifer Masson, Tomatin Distillery Marketing Manager, said: "Off the back of our incredibly successful Five Virtues launch, we
are very excited to bring the third expression in this limited edition series, Earth, to the global market.
"The Wood and Fire expressions have been extremely well received in all of our international markets, with buyers eager to add
Earth to their collection."
To celebrate the launch of the third in the Five Virtues series, Tomatin have collaborated with Scottish adventure bloggers,
North, and created the Tomatin Route 501 to give whisky fans an opportunity to bring to life their limited
edition Five Virtues series of whiskies through stunning Scottish landscapes that reflect the elements and names of the five
single malt whiskies – Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal and Water. The adventure can be viewed here: www.tomatin.com/route501
The Tomatin Five Virtues series comes uniquely packaged in cartons adorned with contemporary art, created by Eva Ullrich. To
mark the launch of the new Earth expression, Tomatin will exhibit all five of the stunning paintings by Eva
Ullrich in a gallery within the distillery's Still House. Earth, the third expression in the Five Virtue Series will launch at the Whisky
Exchange Show in London on 29 September 2017. It has a limited run of 6,000 bottles and can be enjoyed from specialist whisky
retailers from 30 September 2017 at £49.99 for 70cl.
The final two expressions, Metal and Water, will be released early 2018. For additional information, please visit
www.tomatin.com/5virtues. Tomatin was awarded Distiller Of The Year 2016 and Brand Innovator Of The
Year 2017 at the Icons of Whisky Scotland Awards. Tomatin currently ranks in the Top 10 Single Malt brands in the USA and is
one of the fastest growing in the UK.

UPPER STRATHDEARN
COIGS TO BRIDGEND – NORTH SIDE OF THE RIVER
The waters of the Findhorn arise from springs in a boggy plateau in Am Monadhliadh – the grey hills – although the
main source reputedly flows from a cloven stone. Two streams, the Eskin and the Abhainn Cro Clach, meet beyond
the bothy at Dalbeg to become the Findhorn, and the strath widens to become habitable beside the river.
Coignafearn Lodge is the furthest dwelling up the Glen, with a large sporting estate. The Coigs area was known as
Schiphen, or abode of peace; also the Braes, although some humourist was quoted as saying that with the poor soil the
peat stacks were bigger than the cornyards.
The Coigs, however, must have been more fertile, as the late Maggie Mackenzie remembered nine families living
there, but all gone now. The name means a ‘fifth’ – Coignafearn is the fifth of the alders, the wood being valued for
the making of clogs in the past. Coignafunternach is the fifth of the rank grass (?) or metal workers, a smithy (?)
Coignascallon is the fifth of the huts or tents. Coignashie the fifth of the fairies, and Coignamullin is the fifth of the
mill. The latter was particularly interesting to explore as one could trace where the mill lade had been diverted from
the burn, and the sluice, and it was away from the plantation of spruce trees which had engulfed some of the other
buildings. It was quite eerie walking through the silent wood, and suddenly coming upon the ruins of a house,
especially as there were numerous animal bones on the ground, remains of foxes’ bygone feasting.
In 1878 Alex Macbean, alias Michal of Coignafunternach, died aged 94. He was greatly esteemed for his piety and
convictions. He had been a drover in his youth, and paid rent for 78 years, walking from where his ancestors had
farmed to Moy Inn on rent days, active to the last. The Mackintosh of Mackintosh was present at his burial at
Dalarossie.
Following the road by the river, Daltomich is on the left. The ruins nearby were said to be an Inn or resting place for
drovers herding their beasts south across the hills towards the Lowlands. In 1868 there was a post runner from
Tomatin to Daltomich once a week, the Post Office paying, and the people of the district paying twice a week. Such
was the benefit of the service, they were willing to pay for the runner thrice a week.
The next dwellings are Laggan and Kilrain, a wonderful place to see red deer feeding peacefully, overlooked by
Glenmazeran Lodge. One house nearby was the old Post Office and apparently an illicit still was once found in a
chimney, when it was being renovated.
Glenkyllachy is also to the left of the road, further on. There was supposedly a ‘castle’ or dun nearby, but the most
likely place for a fortification or place of refuge would seem to be the Tor, overlooking the Lodge. There is an
impressive vista of the Strath in all directions, and rocks at the summit appear to have formed walls in places, some
possibly vitrified.
Next on the right is Norwood, a beautiful timber built house, then Garbole and Asgard, across the way. The side road
signed Farr leads over moorland to Strathnairn, passing an active windfarm. The road then crosses the Glenkyllachy
burn by an attractive hump-backed bridge. There had been a mill upstream and faint remains can still be seen,
including a portion of millstone by the overgrown sluice, and foundations of buildings. A Lewis Rose worked the
mealmill before the turn of the 19th century. He later moved to Milton, Moy. Mrs Rose kept a general store at the
roadside between Garbole bridge and Corrievorrie, but no sign of it now; maybe the site was at the present keeper’s
house.
Dalarossie Church and its ancient graveyard can now be seen to the right, across a field and by a sharp bend in the
river. As you approach you cannot but be struck by the special feeling this old site of worship engenders. Recently I
walked round the building and was touched to see a sturdy nest of mud built above one of the windows, and the words
of Hymn 4 came to mind – “the swallow for herself hath purchased a nest .... and young ones safe brought forth” –
though I think it was a house martin family.
Many years ago it was the custom for a game of shinty to be played in the glebe on Christmas Day, unless it fell on the
Sabbath. However, the men of Clan Ay (Shaw) from Strathnairn challenged the local lads nonetheless, but they
declined to take part, so the others made two teams amongst themselves. Divine vengeance came upon them, and
within a year all were victims of a fell disease and died. It is said that whoever passes Dalarossie on a Sunday
Christmas Night may see their phantoms playing yet.

There was a school near Dalarossie, remembered by Betty Watson and Alex Don who were once pupils, but it is much
altered now. The next farm cottage along the road, Corrievorrie, has been rebuilt very attractively. Old maps show
the sites of Breckeriemor and Breckeriebeg on the ridge above, also Ardachie. It was farmed by Macdonalds, and a
daughter, Janet, married Angus Maclean the Shoemaker, who lived at Morile in the 1800s.
Further down the road, near the river, is Auchantoul, the main farmhouse for Kyllachy Estate, but it has been totally
reconstructed, along with its neighbour, Wester Auchantoul, though in sympathetic style. Kyllachy House is hidden
from sight, above the road, with a handsome beech hedge, but drivers go by with caution as there are awkward bends
on the brae and one might meet a minibus full of eager birdwatchers heading for Coignafearn in the hopes of seeing
golden eagles or other rarities.
There are numerous lime kilns in the Strath and I often wondered where the raw material actually came from, until I
saw one quarry near Kyllachy – the place of the grouse cocks. The workings are overgrown but one could picture
what toil it must have been to hack the lime free and cart it away, long before the days of JCDBs and tractors. One
pleasantly non-industrial memory of the rugged site was the number of wild strawberry plants growing there.
Wester and Easter Woodend are further on, to the right. Ordnance Survey maps show the existence of prehistoric
cairns and settlements on the slopes above, along with field systems, but I’ve never walked there. Dell Farm is off to
the right, near the river, and is now the site of a thriving wood processing venture.
Near Easter Midmorile there used to be a wooden house, known as Rose Cottage, but it came to a dramatic end when
it was burnt down as a fiery chapter in the making of the TV series “Maggie,” in the early 1980s. At the entrance to
Midmorile there is an old cottage by the roadside, totally basic, with a corrugated iron roof. One could imagine an
estate agent describing it as “having great potential,” as well as a grand view! I believe the Storey family were the last
occupants. Mr Storey wrote articles for local newspapers, including one about my wedding in 1951!
Bridgend was a busy community of its own, with three houses, one known as the Poor House. Miss Ann Macdonald
had a shop and a laundry – with a green where the linen from the lodges was laid out to bleach. There is also mention
of the Cripple Taylor, or was he the crippled Tailor? I don’t know how the dates would tie in, but at the Battle of
Culloden, an ‘urchin’ was minding his mother’s cow nearby, and a Dragoon spied him lurking in the heather, and
slashed down with his sword. The youngster was wounded in the thigh and left disabled, but reputedly became a
tailor – I wonder if he came to Strathdearn?
I have made no mention of the dwellings, inhabited or ruined, on the south side of the river, from Dalmigavie Farm to
Drumbain, but will try to make amends in a future Newsletter.
Ann Glynne-Percy
(written in August 2003 and revised in October 2017)

STEP IT UP HIGHLAND
Step It Up Highland is a charity supported group set up to organise health walks to encourage us all to take more exercise and
thereby help to prevent some of the diseases which can occur through lack of exercise. We have leaders who have been trained to
organise walks in their local area, taking into account the different levels of fitness amongst the walkers, and the ease or difficulty
of the terrain.
In towns or cities this often involves walks on pavements or through built up areas, but we are so lucky in Strathdearn that we
have such beautiful landscapes to explore. This means that as well as recognising the underlying health benefits we can
concentrate just as much on enjoying the landscapes, the birds and animals, the trees and flowers, the archaeology and the
historical features, and, of course, the wonderful fresh air.
We also enjoy experiencing this with like-minded people, and much of the fun on our outings comes with the sharing of our
experiences with each other. Just this last week, as I write, we had a sunny but quite windy day to enjoy a walk at Coignafearn,
where we were listening, and looking out for, the rutting stags, the feral goats, and birds of prey. We also visited the fascinating
remains of the settlement of Coignafeuinternich. This was a health walk plus! On the drive back we so much appreciated the
wonderful autumn colours along the strath.
As the clocks will be changed by the time the Newsletter is printed, we shall revert to our winter timetable on Wednesday
November 1st, by starting the walk at 1.30pm. If you wish to join us you would be most welcome. Just come to Strathdearn Hall in
time, or, for more information, phone Kathy or David on 01808 511740 or Carol on 531220.

Tomatin Firewood - Strathdearn Prices
Phone James: 07527 883 606, Email: tomatinfirewood@gmail.com, Website: www.tomatinfirewood.co.uk

Free local delivery on any order over £40 (Strathdearn only, including coal)*

Firewood (can also do mixed loads & cut from 20-50cm length (in 5cm increments))
Tipping Loads:

Palletised Loads (wheeled of back off trailer):

Softwood
Cut to around 20cm

Cut to around 25cm

£60
£110
3m³ load - £150
4m³ load - £180
1m³ load 2m³ load -

Softwood
Cut to around 25cm

£70
£120
3m³ load - £165
4m³ load - £200

Cut to around 20cm

£90 1 x 1.6m³ load - £100
£170 2 x 1.6m³ load - £180
3 x 1.6m³ load - £240 3 x 1.6m³ load - £250

1m³ load 2m³ load -

1 x 1.6m³ load 2 x 1.6m³ load -

£5 Credit Each pallet picked up on next delivery

Tipping Loads:

Palletised Loads (wheeled of back off trailer):

Hardwood
Cut to around 20cm

Cut to around 25cm

£90
£170
£240
4m³ load - £300
1m³ load 2m³ load 3m³ load -

Hardwood
Cut to around 25cm

£95
£180
£255
4m³ load - £320
1m³ load 2m³ load 3m³ load -

1 x 1.6m³ load 2 x 1.6m³ load 3 x 1.6m³ load -

Cut to around 20cm

£150 1 x 1.6m³ load - £160
£260 2 x 1.6m³ load - £280
£370 3 x 1.6m³ load - £380

£5 Credit Each pallet picked up on next delivery

Briquettes
Nestro Wood Briquettes
1 Packet

(10kg)

10 Packets (100KG)

£3
£30

Verdo Wood Briquettes
1 Packet
(10kg)
10 Packets (100KG)

£3.5
£35

48 Packets (1/2 pallet)

£140

48 Packets (1/2 pallet)

£160

96 Packets (Full Pallet)

£250

96 Packets (Full Pallet)

£270

Woodlets pellets (BSL authorised Trader)
1 bag - £3 each,

10 bags - £30, 8 bags, 49 bags £140

98 bags (full pallet) - £250, 196 bags (2 full pallets) - £480

Dry Kindling

Bagged Firewood



Large sack of kindling- £6

Softwood - £3.5 or 10 for £30



Standard bag of kindling £4

Hardwood - £4 or 10 for £35



4 bags of natural offcut kindling - £10

Peat

£7 per bag or 5 for £30

Coal – (Top Bruce Lindsay, bags also sold individually)
Quantity

Premium
House Coal

Doubles

Ecobrite
ovoid

Burnwell
ovoid

5 x 20kg bags

£36

£33

£42

£38

10 x 20kg bags

£65

£55

£80

£70

Please note these prices are for deliveries within Strathdearn only and are subject to availability/ change.
*Properties past Glenmazeran may incur additional cost due to additional distance and time

A Big Choice to Make
The headline news this edition is our failure to secure a Big Lottery grant.
This is a serious blow to our plans for the Community Hub and will have a
knockon effect for all our other projects. Before considering how we deal
with this setback, we should first face up to a harsh truth. The following
summary, including feedback from the Big Lottery, tells the story :
The Big Lottery received 3248 applications for funding. From these, 48
projects were chosen to receive a site visit from lottery fund managers. Our
visit was in November 2017 when Charles, Ed, Victoria and all SCD
directors met with the lottery fund panel in Strathdearn Hall and explained
our plans in great detail. Following this, ours was one of 10 projects invited
to apply for the final funding stage. A huge amount of work went into
expanding and developing our application. Big Lottery paid for exploratory
excavations on the site and a quantity surveyor to scrutinise our plans. The
Lottery panel met on the 21st September and of the 10 applications, 4 were
funded and 6 and were declined. The reason the Lottery panel gave for
turning us down was that the Strathdearn community were better resourced
going forward than any other applicant, taking into consideration the funds
available to the community at the time of application.
So our failure wasn't for the lack of a well planned project which filled an urgent need in our community, nor for the lack of an
excellent application. We were turned down because in these times of austerity, we had too much money in the bank. That's
the lesson we have to face up to  before we can realistically expect outside help to improve our community, we first have to
spend what we've got. There are grants available even in these straitened times, but until we put our own money where our
mouth is, we will always be seen as rich beggars.
Of course the silver lining, literally, is that we do have money in the bank. We are lucky enough to have a healthy account
balance and a regular income from the windfarms, and of course we planned for an eventuality without a Big Lottery grant.
So yes, if we scale back a little, we can have our new hall, cafe and shop and we can continue to improve daily life in
Strathdearn, but we will have to dig into our own pockets to do it.
By spending wisely now, we can leverage funds in the future. Once we have used our own money to provide lasting benefits
for our community, we can then approach funding sources and say "Look what we've achieved on our own, we can do so
much more if you help us." We will be attractive to grant bodies because we can demonstrate that we won't waste their
money, and because we will need their help rather than just want it.
Applying for a Lottery grant was a process we had to go through. The potential reward, £1 million, was too big to turn our
back on, but it cost us more than a year. We have plenty to show for that time  a comprehensive documentation of our
community's situation and needs, past present and future, which will form the basis of our negotiations with the outside world
for a long time to come; we got thousands of pounds from Big Lottery to research our plans and site which we would
otherwise have had to pay for ourselves; much of our architectural planning will be revised and implemented  but the fact
remains that we'd be closer to completing the Hub if we'd gone it alone. So let's learn this lesson too  by taking matters into
our own hands we can achieve our much needed goals that much sooner.
This is the community's future we're talking about. It's too big a decision for SCD to make on its
own  the whole community has to decide how we use our windfarm windfall. It will be
contentious. Some will want to keep the money safe for a rainy day while some will prefer to
make hay while the sun shines. Some of our funds are in SCD accounts and some in the
Charitable Trust's.
The intention of this article is to raise awareness, concentrate minds, initiate a debate, and
prepare the ground for this very important decision. There is no advantage in long delay. SCD
will plan how best to ensure full, wellinformed participation in this choice. If you have any
suggestions in this regard, please use the contact addresses available elsewhere in this
bulletin. If you have strong feelings one way or the other and would like assistance to publicise
your opinion, SCD would be happy to help. Just get in touch.
OK, that's it. Go forth and argue.

Broadband.
The Moy section of this project is
nearing fruition. Openreach engineers
have installed the main fibre cable
through the area and are now
connecting individual premises to it.
Any day now the the first groups of
premises will be given the go ahead
to ask Zen or BT to supply them with
superfast broadband. A handy guide
to this process can be found on the
front page of the Community website.
We continue to work with Openreach
to explore broadband options for
households around Clune and up to
Glenmazeran and beyond. The wilder
terrain and longer distances between
premises make this a more
challenging project. We have some
ballpark figures which give us an idea
of the scale of the task. It will be
difficult to achieve but not impossible
if we can bring together contributions
from all the potential sources we are
aware of, including landowners, SCD,
the Trust, Openreach, Highland
Council and others. We hope to have
firm figures soon.

Paths Project
Section 8 of the Paths Project is still on
hold due to onerous conditions imposed
by Highland Council. While the Planning
Dept supports our plans, the Roads
Dept insist the path must incorporate
drainage capable of withstanding
Biblical floods at an estimated cost of
£132,000. This is eight times our
original estimate and plainly
unjustifiable for our community. We
were considering some fairly drastic
options to break the logjam but
meetings with Councillor Ken Gowans
have offered a glimmer of hope. He has
offered to seek additional funding
through Safer Route Scotland and other
council funds in an attempt to bridge the
gap between our resources and the
Council's demands. We will therefore
dig deep into our reserves of patience
and await developments ..... again!
The next SCD meeting is on 12th
December in Strathdearn Hall at
7.30pm.
SCD Membership forms are available
from the Company Secretary,
Strathdearn Hall, IV13 7YN, or you can
apply online through the community
website : www.strathdearn.org.
Membership entitles you to attend our
meetings, stand for election as a
company director, vote in elections, and
receive special updates.

Tomatin Community Shop
LeeAnne has been working without a day off for quite
some time. We've had no success with our search for
paid staff locally so Mhairi has posted adverts on
Carrbridge and Strathnairn Facebook pages. Do you
know anyone who might be interested?
We are also seeking volunteers to take a turn behind
the counter. If you can spare a few hours now and
again, you will give LeeAnne and Mags a well
earned break, catch up with the local craic, and help
make the shop more profitable. If we can't get more
help one way or another, there is a real possibility that
we will have to reduce shop opening hours. Please
contact LeeAnne if you can help.
Here's another way to support the shop : buy a strong
reusable cotton shopping bag, custom made with a
competitionwinning design by Primary 1 pupil Laila
Brunton, and the message "I support Tomatin Community
Shop." What a great Christmas present for friends and
family who've moved away.
Finally, how's this for good timing with winter just
round the corner? The shop now stocks firewood,
kindling and coal supplied by Tomatin Firewood.

SCD Annual General Meeting on 27th September
At last year's AGM, we had to put out more seating to cope with the capacity
crowd, so for this year's AGM we filled every available space and only a quarter as
many turned up. You're just toying with us, aren't you! We had an interesting and
informative meeting nonetheless, and those stalwarts who did attend more than
made up for the absentees with useful suggestions and knowledgeable questions.
Chairman Richard Cooling summarised our progress and achievements over the
last year and the challenges ahead. The Company accounts for the past 2 years
were ratified and various amendments to the articles of association were voted
through, with one amendment being deferred. The recent news that we hadn't won
a Big Lottery grant loomed large, and Richard and Duncan Bryden explored the
implications for our ongoing plans.
Some of the points raised from the floor were : a new hall should be our top
priority, over and above plans to incorporate a cafe and shop; without Lottery
funding, we should develop the hall site in stages as finance becomes available;
the pot holes in Station Road rendered that stage of the path to the North end of
Tomatin
impractical for
pushchairs;
that the
community
should be
given the
opportunity to
participate in
the many
design choices
in and around
the new Hub.
The current
membership
status of SCD
ltd is 150
ordinary
members 12
associate
members and 7
junior
members.

