 STRATHDEARN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting, held in person and by Zoom, on Tuesday 11th April 2023 at 7.30pm-9.00pm

    Present:        Carol James/Chair (CJ), Bridget Reid/Secretary/(BR)Roy Campbell/Treasurer (RC) /James Duncan (member)JD/ Carlie Borthwick, member (CB) 13 members of the community
	1
	Apologies
	Barbara MacAskill, Diane Buckle, Cllr Ken Gowans
	Action

	2
	Introductory statement
	CJ highlighted that there had been concerns raised about the March CC meeting that some of the comments made during the meeting were party political.  CJ reminded the CC and members of the public that the CC was an apolitical body
	

	3
	Declarations of interest
	There were none
	

	4
	Minutes of last meeting
	Page 1: Matters arising – change ‘poverty deduction’ to ‘poverty reduction’
Page 4: Quiet Routes – Penultimate sentence should read, “JD remarked that last year this design was passed by the road department to the adoptable standards specification, and this is why it was built to a plan.”
Page 5: Update from SCD – 4th paragraph should read, “There will be a band playing which is subsidized and it will be BYOB.”
RC Proposed and JD seconded the minutes.
	

	5
	Matters arising
	CJ read update from Jack Samson (JS) 
JS will be suggesting improvements to the road, especially junctions and we will be updated in the middle to end of July.  He will make recommendations to THC and HiTrans  in the coming months and it will be up to THC if they take these on board. JS will provide a statement about the new proposals and any possible action which we will post on website and social media when we have it.

CJ highlighted that BR had shared information about the 20mph speed limit programme on facebook.  Information can be found here: https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/20005/roads_and_pavements/87/road_safety/8

JD attended the Community Council Forum on behalf of the Community Council.  He read the following report from the meeting:
“The meeting was an inaugural meeting, attended and chaired by David Hass. The remit of the meeting was to go over what Community Councils might want, and that from the next meeting of the forum, we would do just that, and that there would be a chairperson, secretary, and treasurer. The City Manager did hint that there might be monies to help run the Community Council Forum. The police were talked about by most community councils that attended but the police was not represented at the meeting. All the attending CCs said they would like to have a police presence at the CC meetings, but appreciated that getting the police to CC meetings took a lot of time out of their schedule. I did say that the rural needs are different from that of the city, and most agreed that the rural CCs do have other interests compared to the city. I did ask for more monies for our CC but was told we would have to go through the discretionary fund. Strathdearn was the only rural Council to attend the meeting. It was suggested that we could hold CCF meetings on Zoom and live at the same time so I told the meeting that Strathdearn CC already do this. The meeting lasted for about a half hour. I now await for the minutes from the meeting and an agenda for the next Community Council Forum meeting.”


Timber Transport Management Plan.  James Beatie has been in touch with the CC to express concern about the length of the working day and that the times stated for the school bus run did not include the senior pupils at Millburn Academy or the earlier close on a afternoon. James Beatie has contacted Sandy Pringle about this. 
	


































CJ to contact Sandy Pringle on behalf of community and confirm bus times

	6
	Financial report
	RC reports that the current balance in SCC account is £216,96 at the end of March.
There is £84.00 insurance cheque.  We also have an invoice from THC for installation of Christmas lights. The hope is that SCC may pay following an application.
CJ asked RC to prepare accounts for next month’s AGM. 

	RC to complete application to the SCC for lights

	7
	Law & order
	BR had received the March community newsletter from the police. This is to be shared online.  
A member of the public commented on the story on the front page of the Press and Journal about a gamekeeper in Moy shooting a sparrowhawk.  He highlighted that this was not good for the community and was very disappointing.  He suggested that the CC write to the employer to express this view.  JD said that he had written a letter of this sort in the past when there was a similar wildlife crime.  The CC were unsure who the shooting tenant was.  BR said that she would try to find out.
The same member of the public also said that one of the benches up at Old  Mill Road had been uprooted and moved and that this is the 2nd bench that has been damaged.  Andrew McDonnell has kindly replaced it but it is still damaged.  Jason MacDonald and Andrew McDonnell are going to speak to Steven Edward to see if they can repair it.  We discussed how we might deter people from doing this.
	

	8
	Road safety
	JD will look at the drop-off from the new surface on the Balvraid Road and Soilsean as this is considered dangerous. This will be passed to THC or the contractor.
Discussed how busy Strathy Snacks had been.  The CC were pleased that it is a success but there had been an issue with a delivery van parked on the road. 
There has also been a lorry parked on the pavement opposite the Strathdearn.  CJ explained that she had sent numerous photos of similar parking to THC and had got little response.
A member of the public commented on the litter on the cycleway towards the Slochd and to the North towards Dalmagarry.  JD also commented that this is quite overgrown.

	
CJ to have informal chat



CC to contact Transport Scotland 

	9
	Quiet routes pilot scheme
	This was covered under matters arising
	

	10
	Applications to the SCCT
	1. Sound Baths
This application was to continue to provide the Strathdearn community with a monthly Sound Bath for a further 12 month period. This follows the success of the previous 18 months (current funding due to end in April 2023). This application will provide Sound Baths to all Strathdearn residents from May 2023 until April 2024.  The sum applied for was £2,424.
The CC were in favour of supporting this application.  The Sound Baths have a solid following and it is valued by members of the community.  There was some discussion about the price at £3.  A member of the community wondered if it should cost more in line with other activities offered at The Strathdearn such as yoga which is is £5.  Natalie Perks did comment that a jump in cost by this much might be too much but was willing to have a discussion around price.  We discussed the broader issue of consistency of price/ financial support across different activities.  We did discuss the cost of living and how now may not be the best time to put up prices.

2. Highland Hospice Ceilidh
This was for a community ceilidh in aid of Highland Hospice. Ceilidh for all ages resident in the Strathdearn area. Friday 24th March 2023. 7pm – 11pm. 
Hire of Strathdearn Hall £72
Highland Fire Ceilidh Band (Bronze package) £600
www.highlandfireceilidh.com
Total costs of £672
Amount requested £604.80
This was a retrospective application for an event that has already taken place.  There was quite a bit of discussion around this as the application asks that the money be paid to The Highland Hospice.  The concern around this was the issue of a charity giving to another charity and that the funds must be to directly benefit IV13 residents.  A member of the community discussed how the event itself was great for the community and CB commented that any IV13 resident may at some point need hospice help.  In general people were in favour but unsure of the technicalities of how this application might work.  We wondered if there are ways around this or if there is anything we can do to help.  FR said that he was happy to discuss this with the trustees who would look at it sypathetically and seek legal advice if need be.

3. Tomatin Children's Entertainment - Loch Insh
This is to allow children to go to Loch Insh Outdoor Centre 
· Day tickets @ £35 per child (includes archery, tubing, water obstacle course and paddle boarding) £1,295
· Bus Transport £400
· Total £1695
The Community Council were in agreement that this was an application we would support.

	

























	11
	Planning matters
	George Macleod had notified the Community Council that he has applied for felling permission on Melfort Estate in way of a small 4-hectare area at the back of the Forest where there has been a lot of windblow in recent years. This area he has proposed will be replanted with a mix of Sitka Spruce and Scots Pine.  There is a map available from the CC on request.
There was concern raised about the traffic on Old Mill Road and the already damaged roads.  The extraction of wood would likely exacerbate this.
 

	

	12
	Windfarms
	Nothing to report this month.
	

	13
	Update from SCD
	There was no update this month.  
A date has been set for an extraordinary general meeting – 18th May @7:30
	

	14
	Highland Councilors questions
	There were none
	

	15
	Correspondence
	Pam Hardwick emailed the Community Council in the hope to start a discussion about the concrete area at The Old Mill Road Play Park. “I notice from The Community Action Plan page 12 under Children & Young People that the space identified for the BMX / Skate park on Old Mill Road "is not adequate" and I wonder if it would be possible for a local contractor to break up & remove the concrete base, put bark down and erect more play equipment. 
I am thinking of equipment suitable for younger children - similar to the swing & seesaw next to the café.  This would mean those families with children of different ages could play together. 
I understand the park is the responsibility of the Development Company but I thought bringing this up at the CC would be a good place to start the discussion.” 
Barbara MacAskill had emailed about the availability of a well-constructed Children’s playhouse and slide that could be secured with a donation.  This offer is very time sensitive however so there would need to be a quick decision. The CC discussed the importance that the equipment would need to be of the required standards.  

	








CJ to email Steve Knott about playpark equipment

	16
	AOCB
	CJ shared information about Development Plans Newsletter and Participation Survey. The survey is about how the community and residents are best consulted about future local development plans ( LDP) and local place plans which in due course will become 10 to 20 year blueprints for how our communities evolve.
The council are about to start the next version of the current (2012) Highland wide LDP, hence the survey.
Duncan Bryden also commented that this informs the blueprint for our community for the next 20 years.  It is a discussion on local place plans and has statutory legal status.  The community can influence infrastructure, and this might affect people in 20 years’ time. 
The Local Place Plans is a new Scottish Government initiative, and their targets will create substantial changes and we will see land use changes.  The survey is open till the 30th of May.
CJ closed the meeting by saying that she hoped that members of the community enjoy the longer, lighter evenings.  While they are out and about, please take care and be aware with fires, litter, fly tipping and benches.  We would all like to have a safe and attractive Strathdearn.
	CJ to share with Steve Cormack for inclusion on the website




Meeting closed at 9.10pm                                                  Date of next meeting Tues 9th of May
						AGM @ 7pm followed by ordinary meeting at 7:30

