STRATHDEARN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
 
Minutes of the meeting, held in person and by Zoom, on Tuesday 13th June 2023 at 7.30pm.
 
                 Present: Carol James/Chair (CJ), Barbara MacAskill/Secretary-Minute Secretary/(BM), Diane    Buckle/Treasurer (DB) /James Duncan (member)JD/ Carlie Borthwick, member (CB), Cllr Ken Gowans (KG), 10 members of the community
 
 
 
	1
	Apologies
	No apologies received.
	Action

	2
	Declarations of interest
	JD – Application to SCCT – James Duncan Jnr, Tomatin United Football Club.
	 

	3
	Minutes of last meeting
	No corrections. DB proposed the minutes and JD seconded. 
	 

	4
	Matters arising
	Recording of SCC meetings:
CJ proposes that all future CC meetings be recorded for the purpose of the secretary to be able to get a full and accurate account of the meetings. Once the minutes are proposed and seconded at each meeting, recordings will be deleted. BM provided copies of Highland Council Guidance in the recording of CC meetings which can be found on HC website.
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/23896/Guidance_for_CCs_on_Recording_of_Meetings_Sep_2015
It will be noted at the top of all future agendas that the meeting will be recorded. No objections from any attendees of the meeting.

Land at bottle bank:
At SCC May meeting, KG had agreed to find out whether the Highland Council owned the land at and behind the bottle bank.
KG reporting back that HC do not own this land but do run the land. KG is speaking with HC legal team and will find out who owns this land in due course.

Email from Pam Hardwick:
Email has now been forwarded to SCD for their attention.
	 KG to provide copy of disclaimer used by HC for the recording of meetings.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	5
	Financial report
	DB reporting that the current balance is £334.96 . The Christmas tree lights have been paid for but are not included in the current balance. 
	 

	6
	Law & order
	BM had received the May 2023 Newsletter from the police. This has been shared online and copies have been left at the hub and put on the shop notice board. 

	 

	7
	Road safety
	An email has been received from James MacPherson regarding several aspects of road safety. He was present at the meeting and expressed his concern about the safety of cyclists on the Kyllachy brae.He stated that many cyclists descend the brae at high speed, which could lead to a serious accident. He proposed that signs be erected at the top to warn of the potential danger. It was agreed that CJ would contact THC about this.
During the discussion the state of vegetation on both sides of the road was mentioned. It was considered dangerous by many residents. The hedge on one side and the bracken on the other have both grown and are reducing the sight lines for motorists. KG stated that landowners have a statutory duty to ensure that any vegetation growing on their land does not impede users of public roads or pavements. Cj will contact the Kyllachy Estate to remind them of this duty. CJ explained that A&M MacLennan has agreed to cut the grass verges throughout the community area on July 27th. This will remove some of the bracken.

James MacPherson's main concern was his opposition to THC replacing the current 30mph speed limit through the community with a 20mph one.His reasons included that this would increase the journey time along this stretch of road and that there had been no fatal accidents on it. During the discussion that followed KG explained that research had shown that, should a vehicle hit a pedestrian or cyclist, the collision is more likely to be survivable at 20mph than 30mph. A heated exchange of opposing views took place. CJ suggested that a community wide consultation should take place, but KG said this had already been done, although several present commented that they were not aware of it. KG finally stated that the issue had been fully discussed at a meeting of THC and that the speed limit reduction will be put in place in the future.
A member of the public informed the CC of a large washout of stones and gravel from the access to a property on the way into the community from the north. CJ said a similar washout had occurred just south of the concrete bridge. Both were due to very heavy rain, and both were a danger to traffic, especially two wheeled vehicles. CJ will write to both householders and explain their statutory duty to prevent this.

	 
 

	8
	Applications to the SCCT
	 
1. James Duncan Jnr – Tomatin United Football Club.
A local football team plays amateur football throughout the year, providing a local club for anyone to get involved with. 
This application meets the charitable purpose for the advancement of health and advancement of sport.
This project will benefit Strathdearn as it provides a local football club and Tomatin United is a big part of the community.
The number of people who will benefit is 29, including players and management. This project has always been supported by the community with regular supporters coming along to games.
Sum applied for £5000.00.
Remaining funding: The club is sponsored by Ricky Inglis of Inglis Build Ltd and the club also raises funds through football cards and bonus balls.
Project Costs: 
League fees £1000.00
Football kits £1.500.00
Training tops £600.00
Bus hire £1.600.00
Footballs £500.00
Medical Supplies £400.00
Referee fees £400.00
Laundry and upkeep of strips £400.00
Total £5.900.00
This project was supported by both SCC and members of the community present at the meeting.


2.Strathdearn Community Council – CC Laptop.
This application meets the charitable purpose for the advancement of citizenship or community development as it will enable the Secretary to carry out various admin duties and to facilitate Zoom participation.
All residents in Strathdearn will benefit.
Sum applied for £599.00.
There will be no ongoing costs. 
This application was supported by both SCC and the members of the public in attendance at the meeting.

3. Strathdearn Community Council – Grass Cutting/verges.
This application is for funding to pay A&M MacLennan Ltd, the contractor to cut the grass verges throughout the Strathdearn Area. 
This application meets the charitable purpose for the advancement of environmental protection or improvement. It will also increase road safety providing better visibility.
The community will benefit from having the verges cut, as it will greatly improve the general appearance of Strathdearn and improve visibility, therefore, making cycling and driving safer and allowing better use of the verges for walking.
All residents who potentially walk, drive, or cycle along these areas will benefit from this grant. This project has been fully supported by the community in previous years.
Sum applied for £1.800.00 
Areas this project will cover:
i) Moy - between the 'Welcome to Moy' signs.
ii) Ruthven road - from the A9 to the last house on the left. 
iii) Tomatin - the main road through the community from the A9 junction in the north, over the concrete bridge to the junction with the Clune road.
iv) Balvraid road - past Inverbrough and as far as the turn off to the new bridge at the green building.
v) Glen road (to Coignafearn) - from junction just north of the concrete bridge to the flat bridge just beyond the cattle grid close to the back entrance to Glenmazeran.
This project was supported by both SCC and members of the community present at the meeting.
 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	9
	Planning matters
	Nothing to report this month.
	 

	10
	Windfarms
	Nothing to report this month.
	 

	
	Update from SCD
	No update this month.
	 

	12
	Highland Cllrs questions
	There were none.
	 

	13
	Correspondence
	The only correspondence that has been received was from James MacPherson and that was dealt with under Item 7 Road Safety.

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	14
	AOCB
	1.Dog waste litter bins:
The longstanding issue with dog waste being dumped around the village in bags was revisited. KG agreed to enquire about HC providing additional ordinary bins around the village as it is perfectly legal to dispose of dog waste in bins if the waste is in a sealed/tied bag. 
2. After School Child Care:
A request has been received that the CC and SCD make a joint approach to THC about the provision of after school childcare. It was agreed that this was needed, but the school had been informed that the conditions for this would not be met by Tomatin. An email had been sent to parents explaining this. CJ agreed to take this to the next SCD meeting. Also of concern was the fact that THC is withdrawing school transport for some children in the community in the autumn as their journey was less than 3 miles and could therefore be walked. However, it was said that the route was dangerous and the transport should be reinstated.
3.Wildflower Meadow:
THC apologized for stimming part of the wildflower meadow at the playground and offered the Community 1kg of wildflower seeds to make amends. This offer would be passed to WRT.
4.Inverness CC Forum:
Inverness CC Forum JD attended on our behalf and gave a brief report. He explained that the police informed those who have doorbell cameras must ensure that their field of view does not extend beyond the homeowners' property. They ask that CC's send them any information about relevant matters for inclusion in their newsletter. The next Forum will focus on the traffic police. Notice was given that the CC elections will be held later this year with nominations having to be in by 12 o'clock on 4th October. The Forum's next meeting will be on 5th September.
5. Stagecoach:
JD has been in touch with Stagecoach as there has been a change of stop for one scheduled bus from the village to on the A9. He has not yet received a reason for this
	 


 
 Meeting closed at 8.43pm                                                  Date of next meeting Tues 11th of July 2023


