STRATHDEARN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
 
Minutes of the meeting, held in person and by Zoom, on Tuesday 12thth September 2023 at 7.30pm.
 
                 Present: Carol James/Chair (CJ), Barbara MacAskill/Secretary-Minute Secretary/(BM), Diane    Buckle/Treasurer (DB) / Carlie Borthwick, member (CB), 15 members of the community
 
 
 
	1
	Apologies
	Apology received from JD.
	Action

	2
	Declarations of interest
	There were none.
	 

	3
	Minutes of last meeting
	There were three corrections. Proposed by CB and seconded by JD.
	 

	
	
	It is regretted that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th May were incomplete. The following should be added under AOCB.
A resident of Lynebeg reported some problems there, with the main one being inappropriate parking in the area. CJ and CB agreed to visit and see the problems for themselves. 
This should have been commented on at the July meeting as follows :- 
CJ and CB visited Lynebeg and discussed the problems with the resident. CJ agreed to contact THC about the problems with parking. 
This I have done and was informed that the road surface needed attention before consideration was given to signage. A sign saying 'No Parking' could be placed in the turning circle.
I have subsequently been informed that the surface improvements should happen imminently.

	

	4
	Matters arising
	1) Road safety; CJ informed THC that the community would prefer a sign saying 'Oncoming vehicles in middle of road' for the Kyllachy Brae. She has not heard anything since.
2) CJ has not followed up on the second drive owner where stones and gravel were washed into the road. She will do so.
3) Discussions are still ongoing about the Kyllachy Brae hedge. CJ reported that some of it has been cut. It happened on the same day as the verges were cut so it is assumed that the same contractor did both. More needs to be done.
 4) The 20mph speed limit through the main street is now in operation and the smiley face speed sign has been adjusted to 20mph.
 5) JD has had no response from Stagecoach yet.
 6) Out of School Care(OOSC) CJ emailed the school about this but the head was unable to give her any information. CJ was given a contact at THC with whom to discuss this. CJ has contacted Fiona Shearer of THC Area Education South team who will be happy to discuss this with CJ and Steven Knott after she gets back from leave.

7) Safe Route to school. CJ has contacted Karen Giles of THC Passenger and School Transport group, reiterating the Community's concerns about the withdrawal of the minibus transport for children from North End and the Distillery to Strathdearn Primary. She informed CJ that there was a meeting of the appropriate Committee coming soon. CJ requested that the community be allowed to put their points in person, but this was refused.
 8) It was noted that the waste bins had been returned to laybys near the north and south ends of the road through the community from the A9.
 9) The promised wildflower seeds have been delivered to the Strathdearn.
10) The streetlights at the new bus stop near the entrance to the Distillery are back to their correct lighting up times.

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	5
	Financial report
	DB reporting there was £933-96 in the account on 15th August 2023.
	 

	6
	Law & order
	BM had received the July 2023 Newsletter from the police. This has been shared online and copies have been left at the hub and put on the shop notice board. 

	 

	7
	Road safety
	There were no issues reported.
	 
 

	8
	Applications to the SCCT
	1) Carol James SCC – Emergency Snow clearing in Strathdearn:
To provide additional organised snow clearing effort by local contractors in public places and for vulnerable people following exceptional snowfalls or drifting.
Area of Operation: Strathdearn - Start: Winter 2023/2024
The community will benefit from efforts (supplementing statutory snow clearing work by the Highland Council) made to keep open public routes and other locations of community importance. These additional efforts will aid the movement of people and essential goods and services around Strathdearn, helping to minimize disruption.
Snow clearing help around their homes (access to fuel supplies etc) will also be made available to vulnerable members of the community during times of extreme snow fall. Safeguarding elderly or ill people from trips and falls for example could prevent additional pressure on medical and social services
and assist with people’s quality of life.
The SCC is responding to widespread community concerns and experiences of prolonged difficulties in accessing essential services and movement following heavy snow falls. The previous Snow Clearing contractor provided what is now considered an essential service to the community. Following Michael Mackay stepping down from this role, we are keen to continue this service for the local community. Sum applied for: £5000
This application was supported by SCC and all members of the public present.



2) Tomatin Entertainment committee – Christmas events
Tomatin Children’s Entertainment Committee’s aim is to bring local families and children together for one evening on 9th December. All children in the area will have the opportunity to join in for something different this winter. They would like to hold a Christmas walk with Santa and return to the hall for a hot drink, mince pies and receive a present from Santa.
The walk will also allow people who are unable to attend the walk, to watch the parade of people and Santa from their driveway, therefore involving them in the Christmas experience. They feel that the whole community can be involved and participate.
Sum applied for: £1119.
Project costs:
Gifts: X90 children @ £10 each                   £900.00
Paper cups, napkins and crackers               £  60.00
Stationary and wrapping paper                   £  45.00
Food items (donations will be asked for)   £  40.00
MUGA hire (2 hours @ £12 per hour)        £  24.00
Decorations for Santa float and MUGA      £  50.00
Total:    £1119.
This application was supported by SCC and all members of the public present.


3) Lewis Bingham – Football Sessions
Lewis is volunteering his own time to run free community football sessions for young children. Lewis is currently undertaking sports leadership in S6 at school and has signed up to High Life Highland Leadership program. Lewis has completed 30.5 hours volunteering in various sports to date. These sessions have already started (February2023) and take place at the Astro.
This project meets the charitable purpose for the advancement of public participation in sport. It will benefit the community by keeping the children active and giving children something to look forward to. The number of children who will benefit is around 20.
Feedback to date from parents has been very positive along with comments from the public on the Strathdearn Facebook page. E.g., “its great to see young folk like yourself taking the initiative and organizing this and turning up every week, giving back and passing your skills on to the younger generation. Well done and thank you.”
Sum applied for: Total cost £74.95 - 90% requested £67.00
Remaining funding as agreed with SCD will be provided.
Project costs: Prostyle Sports Bibs x 7 (Junior U14s) – 21 Bibs in 3 different colours £44.97 plus 6 Forza Footballs £29.98.
Presently Lewis has been providing footballs and the bibs have been borrowed from Strathdearn Primary School with kind permission from the Head Teacher on a short-term basis.
This application was supported by SCC and all members of the public present.


	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	9
	Planning matters
	D Bryden reported there were no applications of any interest. 
	 

	10
	Windfarms
	Balnespick
Information has been received from Fred Olsen Renewables that they are proposing installing a new wind farm at Balnespick, 5.6km east of Tomatin and 6.6km north-west of Carrbridge. The proposal is for nine, 200-metre-high turbines with battery storage. Access for construction traffic will be via the Tom-nan-Clach tracks and via the Balvraid road for service vehicles. They expect to submit the application to THC in about 6 months’ time and hope that, if consent is given, to start installation in 5 years’ time.
· There will be public exhibitions of the proposal on 3rd October - 11am - 7:30pm. - The Auditorium, The Strathdearn, Tomatin and in Carrbridge Village Hall, Main Street, Carrbridge, on 4th October – 11am-7.30pm
 
CC hope that these events will provide the opportunity for local residents to speak to the project team, view the current plans, have their questions answered and submit their views. we would also encourage anyone unable to attend to get in contact directly or to visit the project website:
  www.balnespickwindfarm.co.uk.
Lethen 
I can provide' with 'Fred Olsen Renewables have also given SCC a brief update on the progress of their application.

I am pleased to advise that following my correspondence in May, the application will be considered by the South Planning Applications Committee later this month. This will allow the Highland Council to make a late representation to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit which will then review and determine the project.
 
We are pleased with the response that our plans received.
 
· The Scottish Government has received 63 representations following submission of the plans
· 27 in support
· 36 in objection
· 6 Community Councils made a formal representation on the proposals
· 1 in support
· 3 neutral
· 2 in objection
The Council is recommending that an objection is raised to the proposals. However, I would like to highlight that there are very few objections from statutory consultees, for example:
 
· The Councils own landscape officer has not objected to the proposals
· NatureScot did not object to the proposal
· The three statutory consultee objections were focussed on impact to the SLA, Lochindorb Castle and impact on the Cairngorm National Park
I expect that following the South Planning Applications Committee our plans will move forward to Public Local Inquiry where a full and fair examination of the proposals will take place.
In the interim, please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any additional information.
 
D. Bryden reported that, since that letter had been written, THC South Planning Committee and The National Park had objected.

 

	 

	11
	Update from SCD
	No update from SCD this month.
	 

	12
	Highland Cllrs questions
	No Councilors present.
	 

	13
	Correspondence
	Inverness Community Council Forum
CJ received an update from JD after he had attended a recent meeting. CJ read out the following to the meeting:
The Inverness Community Council Forum Met on the fifth of September at the Highland Council Headquarters I Glen Urquhart Road
There was a long debate on the twenty-mile-an-hour speed limit put in place
throughout the Highlands. It was agreed that it would be a challenge for the people to get used to the new limit but was fully supported by all the Community Councils who were in attendance. The police who were in attendance said if there was persistent speeding in these areas, we should get in touch with them and they would see what they could do, but they have limited resources.
The confusion over the twenty-mile-an-hour and the thirty-mile-an-hour signs in the villages is known and the Highland Council is going to sort this out, but it will take some time to get the work done, this bill is paid for by Transport Scotland.
The rollout of the twenty miles an hour speed limit is also a consultation, and this will run from twenty-three to twenty twenty-five, so we can get a chance to put our views to Highland Council and the police on the matter.
The monthly police newsletter was talked about, and the police were asked if they could send it in a format that could be put onto local Facebook pages,
They said they would try it and take it from there.
An officer from the Fire Brigade was in attendance and he talked about fire
safety in general, I asked him if he might come along to one of our Community Council Meetings and give us a talk on fire safety in the home and in the countryside, he agreed and asked us to get in touch to arrange a time that would suit his schedule.
The chair of the meeting asked all community councils to come up with ideas
to take forward to future meetings
The next meeting will be held in December.


A9 DUALLING – TOMATIN TO MOY PROJECT
PROCUREMENT UPDATE
CJ read out the following to the meeting:
I wanted to write to you today to provide an update related to the procurement of the A9 Dualling: Tomatin to Moy project. Further to the announcement to Parliament made on 05 September by the First Minister as
part of his update on the Programme for Government, I am pleased to inform you that the new procurement for the A9 Dualling: Tomatin to Moy project has now formally commenced. It is anticipated that this new process will enable the earliest possible contract award to be made in early Summer 2024.
Transport Scotland has undertaken an extensive market consultation exercise with the construction industry, including The Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA) Scotland, which has led to the development of a new contract for the project. It is hoped that having taken that time to make these significant amendments, a successful procurement will be more likely. I will ensure that you are kept informed as we move forward through the procurement process. Should you have any questions about the above, please do not hesitate to contact the A9 Dualling: Tomatin to Moy Project Team at A9Dualling@wsp.com or 07557 172 747.

London North Eastern Railway (LNER)

CJ read out an email to the meeting from London North Eastern Railway (LNER) :
We’re encouraging charities, organisations and communities across LNER’s 956-mile route to apply for the latest round of funding from our Customer and Community Investment Fund (CCIF).
 The Fund aims to make a difference to people’s lives, supporting projects that focus on mental health, education and employability skills among marginalized groups, diversity and inclusion and environmental sustainability.
 Applications for the latest funding round can be submitted up until 23:59 on Sunday 24 September 2023. We’d love to see as many applications as possible from right along the LNER route.
Those applying need to be located within 10-15 miles of the East Coast Main Line where there is an identified social need, and outline how their project will help create a more inclusive, prosperous, and connected community.  https://www.lner.co.uk/about-us/customer-and-community-investment-fund

Affordable Housing Mill View
CJ read out to the meeting a letter received from George macleod:
Good evening Chair, Committee Members and members of the Strathdearn Community
 We had hoped to be able to attend this meeting tonight but due to other business commitments have submitted this update which we hope will be read out at the meeting on 12th September.
As you will be aware our development of housing in Mill View has progressed well with a further 2 of 3-bedroom properties build earlier this year, one of which was sold. The future plan to complete this development is for another block of 2 of 3-bedroom semi-detached houses and a Terrace of 3 x 2-bedroom houses on the line of the main road to be built later this year early next year.
To keep the community up to date Neacreath Limited made an offer in July to Strathdearn Community Developments to acquire the completed next phase of the Mill View Development comprising as stated 2 x 3-bedroom semi-detached houses and a terrace of 3 x 2 bedroom houses and Neacreath also offered a large development discount of £75,000 which was offered against the completed valuations.
The timeframe for this development was that the 5 houses would be completed in approx. 6 months and Neacreath offered this to SCD to help the housing crisis in Tomatin as these would have been owned and rented out by SCD at the standard agreed Highland Council rental level which is under £500 per month per 3-bedroom property. The properties would have we understand have been made available for local people who qualified under the allocation policy.
Further to this we believed that the development would have qualified for, in the region of, £750,000 of Rural Housing Grant from the Scottish Government and this initiative was supported by the Highland Council who were consulted before the offer was made. This proposal was not to replace the current affordable housing planned for beside the railway viaduct but rather to compliment that and provide a unique opportunity for a fast solution to be provided.
The reason for this update is to ensure there are no misunderstandings in terms of this proposal made and whilst we are disappointed, we respect the decision made by SCD which was to decline to take up the offer.
While we are of course disappointed we will progress the development as planned and in fact we are in discussions with Highland Council who may take the properties over for allocation to their housing waiting list. In event that HC do not progress this then they will be placed on the open market for sale which based on valuations will be £285,000 for the 3-bedroom houses and £235,000 for the 2-bedroom properties.

	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	15
	AOCB
	E Scooters. It was reported that e-scooters had been seen on the road through the village, in The Strathdearn car park and at the Distillery. On most occasions more than one youth was on the scooter. Concern was expressed for the legality of this use and for the safety of the riders. CJ said she understood that use of e-scooters was illegal on public roads unless they were in one of the cities taking part in a trial of having them available for public hire. After some discussion it was suggested that THC and the Police be asked for an article about their use that could be put on social media. CJ agreed to approach both organisations for their advice.

CJ reminded all present that nominations for new Community Councilors were needed to ensure that SCC would be re-formed after the current council was dissolved. She asked all present to publicise the election so that 4 or more residents’ self-nominated before midday on Tuesday 3rd October.


	 


 
 Meeting closed at 8.43pm                                                                 Date of next meeting Tues 10th of October 2023


