STRATHDEARN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
 
Minutes of the meeting, held in person and by Zoom, on Tuesday 10th October 2023 at 7.30pm.
 
                 Present: Carol James/Chair (CJ), Barbara MacAskill/Secretary-Minute Secretary/(BM), Diane    Buckle/Treasurer (DB) / Carlie Borthwick, member (CB), 15 members of the community
 
 
 
	1
	Apologies
	Apology received from 
	Action

	2
	Declarations of interest
	There were none.
	 

	3
	Minutes of last meeting
	There were two corrections. Proposed by CB and seconded by DB
	 

	4
	Matters arising
	1) Road safety; CJ informed the meeting that she has heard nothing further from Highland Council in relation to Kyllachy Brae. 

2) Stagecoach; JD has had no response from Stagecoach yet. CJ read out an email from David Summers which had been forwarded to her by Cllr K Gowans. This reported that Stagecoach was prepared to change the route of the 0820 and 1020 buses from Inverness to include Tomatin. JD pointed out that within this email, there was no mention of the X37 bus which sees people having to walk from the A9 into the village in the dark winter nights.

3) Out of School Care (OOSC); CJ read out to the meeting a short report of a team’s meeting with Fiona Shearer(THC Area Education South) , her colleague, Steven Knott, Chair of SCD, and Arlene Beattie, Head of Strathdearn Primary School.'
Fiona explained that OOSC was not a statutory requirement for THC. For care to be viable at least 12-15 children were needed every day in the current situation. In the latest survey, the numbers of children whose parents wanted care for them varied from 2 to 5 on different days of the week. Although SCD had agreed to make up any financial shortfall, these numbers were not viable.
Fiona said that even if they had been, THC would not have been able to provide anyone willing to work from 1500 to 1800 in Tomatin. Steven and I were assured that this was not from lack of trying. 
Several suggestions were made. i) Those sports sessions be facilitated by Highlife Highland on some days ii) That outside bodies be contacted to see if they could provide multiple activities several days a week iii) That parents be helped to become childminders. It was stressed that this must be done in the parents' own home. Fiona said she and her colleagues had discussed these three ideas and had concluded that nothing could be done without the involvement of the parents. Finally, it was agreed that Arlene would ask the children what they would want from OOSC and report back. It was said it would be better to ensure that those using the service, if it could be provided, were engaged with what was on offer and not have something they did not like imposed on them. If it was the latter the children would probably get bored and not attend.
It was agreed that the meeting had been useful.
We await Arlene's report.

4) Safe Route to school; The withdrawal of the bus taking the children from North End and the Distillery to the school has also been of concern. The walking route to be used includes Station Road. This was dangerous, especially in winter, by most people at the meeting. The CC brought this to the attention of Karen Giles (Passenger and School Transport). She explained that the route had been assessed by the Road Safety Team who concluded that the route would be safe provided work was carried out near the mobile snack bar. This has been done. The safety of Station Road has not been mentioned.
The CC was informed that the Education Transport Entitlement Review sub-committee would consider the assessment of the route and the appeals from the parents and the CC. After the meeting the CC was informed that the route complied with THC's Home to School Transport Policy and Road Safety GB's Assessment of Walked Routes to School, both of which were attached to the email. The bus will, therefore, not be reinstated.
5) CJ has had no response from either THC or the Police about the use of E Scooters in the village.
	New CC to follow up.
 
New CC to follow up.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	5
	Financial report
	DB reporting there was remains to be £933-96 in the account as of 15th August 2023

	 

	6
	Law & order
	CJ had received the September 2023 Newsletter from the police. This has been shared online and copies have been left at the hub and put on the shop notice board. 

	 

	7
	Road safety
	BM reported that there have been some incidents of people ignoring the 20mph sign in the village.

	 
 

	8
	Applications to the SCCT
	1) Susan Falcner – Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch
Seniors Christmas Lunch – To be held in The Strathdearn in December 2022. This is in the interest of Health and Well-being for the older people of the community, and will promote community spirit, especially for those in isolated circumstances. Of the 80 seniors in the community, it is anticipated 55-60 will participate.  In the past SCCT has fully funded this well supported event and it is hoped this will happen again. Costings are based on an uptake of 55. Three quotes for catering were obtained and Highland Catering Services were chosen. The sum applied for is £2742.00. 
This project was supported by the CC.

2) Jimmy Irvine – Carpet Bowls
Strathdearn Carpet Bowling Club - Carpet bowling club for people
of Strathdearn and Moy. Will enable people to get out of their houses and get together. There are 18 people who have expressed.an interest in being involved. Sum applied for, to cover the hire of the hall. 18 sessions at £45.00 per session, to cover 80% of the hall hire costs over the winter months. £810.00. Remaining funding will be covered by a nominal charge to those attending each week.
This project was supported by CC.

3) Pam Hardwick – Spending Vouchers
To provide a spending voucher to the value of £75 for every Senior household in the Strathdearn area. (“Senior” is defined in this context as someone who has reached or will reach this year, the age of 65.) The voucher to be spent in the Community Shop (a tally will be kept of purchases up to the value of the voucher) or with Tomatin Firewood.
Also, to provide a Winter Warmer voucher to the value of £25 to be spent in the 3 Bridges café or with Strathy Snacks. The café voucher is to be spent in one visit. The Strathy Snack one can be used on a few visits.
Start date November 1 st 2023 – Expiry date February 29th, 2024.
Each senior household is offered vouchers to the value of £100 in total and the final cost depends on the uptake. The 2022/23 total was £7950, this year rounded up to £8000.00.
This project was supported by SCC.
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	9
	Planning matters
	D Bryden reported there were no applications of any interest. Maureen McDonald-Cooke advised that the communities' revised planning application giving the proposed site plan for the affordable Housing could be viewed in THC planning portal.
	 

	10
	Windfarms
	CJ has received a request to respond to the proposed Scoping Report for Fred Olsen Renewables' proposed new windfarm at Balnespick. She replied with a number of comments including those from some residents. She hoped as many residents as possible had visited the exhibition that had been in the hub the previous week. It was suggested that a conversation on the possible community benefit should start soon.

CJ has heard nothing about the progress of the proposed Lethen windfarm.
 

	 

	11
	Update from SCD
	Affordable Housing - The revised planning application is now ‘live’ on the Highland Council’s planning portal.
Dalarossie Church - The specialist condition survey took place on Tuesday 26th September. Working through the survey report and findings to feed into the feasibility study.
Solar Panels - SCD have been successful in both of our grant funding applications to install solar panels and battery storage facilities at The Strathdearn Hub and solar panels at the Café/shop.
Hazelbank Woods - waiting for the application to be assessed and will update accordingly. It is hoped to have an outcome towards the end of November 2023.
Health & Wellbeing - The Snug, as we approach Autumn, and throughout the winter months, soup and a roll will be on the menu as well as free tea/coffee newspapers. Come along on a Tuesday and a Friday if you haven’t been – all welcome!
Computer Course – The course was well attended and There was general agreement that the attendees would like to see more such courses, which SCD will look to organise and fund for the community, keeping in mind feedback that evening classes would be helpful for those who wish to attend but have work commitments during the day.
E Bikes -There have been eight free trials for community members – the feedback has been that the bikes are easy and fun to use. With increasing costs of running a car they have also been great for a more economical way to get to work locally.
Community Events – Bonfire and fireworks at the field by Strathdearn School on the 4th November followed by a pop up pub night at the Strathdearn Hub. Catering by Strathy Snacks. It is hoped this event will be well attended and will be advertised on the local website and Strathdearn FB page.
Hogmanay Bash - The Strathdearn Hogmanay Bash will be held on Sunday, December 31, 2023 starting at 7.30pm, music will be a band called Full Circle. It I hoped this event will be a sellout.



	 

	12
	Highland Cllrs questions
	No Councilors present.
	 

	13
	Correspondence
	None had been received which had not been dealt with elsewhere.



	 
 
 
 
 

	15
	AOCB
	1) It was brought to the CC's attention that 3B Catering had expressed their concern about congestion in the carpark leading to reduced footfall in the café on one particular day. It was suggested that the Bollywood film company vehicles were responsible, but this was rejected by a member of the public. It was agreed that this was not something the CC could control.
2) Susan Falcner thanked CJ for her hard work during her time as Chair of the SCC and this was met with an applaud by the meeting.
CJ thanked her fellow Councillors, the Highland Councillors, members of the community who contributed their specialist skills and the residents of Strathdearn for their help and support during her time as Chair.



	 


 
 Meeting closed at 8.43pm                                                                 Date of next meeting Tues 14th of November 2023


